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Educating Illinois Task Force 
Membership 

 
 

Co-Chairs 2 Jan Murphy, Acting Vice President and Provost 
Debra Smitley, Assistant Vice President for Finance and Planning 
 

Governance Group 
Representatives 

5 Lane Crothers, Chair, Academic Senate (until May 2007) 
Dan Holland, Chair, Academic Senate, May 2007  
Mary Campbell, Academic Senate 
Melody Palm, Chair, Civil Service Council 
Dave Horstein, Student Body President, May 2007 
Ross Richards, Student Body President (until May 2007) 
Steve Klay, Chair, Administrative/Professional Staff Council 
 

President’s Office 
and Vice 

Presidents’ 
Representatives 

4 Jay Groves, Assistant to the President 
Bob Aaron, Executive Director, University Marketing & 

Communication (until October 2007) 
Jerry Abner, Assistant Director, University Marketing & 

Communication, December 2007 
Mark Walbert, Associate Vice President, Academic Information 

Technology 
Jan Paterson, Dean of Students 
Debra Smitley, Assistant Vice President, Finance & Planning 
 

Colleges’ 
Representatives  

and 
Intercollegiate 

Athletics 
  

8 Marion Willetts, Associate Professor, Sociology & Anthropology  
Klaus Schmidt, Associate Professor, Technology (until January 

2008) 
Joaquin Vila, Professor, Information Technology, January 2008 
Patricia Klass, Chair, Educational Administration & Foundations 
Gail Russ, Associate Professor, Management & Quantitative 

Methods 
Leslie Sloan Orr, Associate Professor, School of Theatre 
Chad Kahl, Associate Professor, Milner Library 
Susan Kossman, Assistant Professor, Mennonite College of 

Nursing 
Leanna Bordner, Associate Director, Intercollegiate Athletics 
 

Students 2 John Davenport, Doctoral, Educational Administration & 
Foundations 

Kevin Martin, Junior, Business Teacher Education 
 

Total Number 21  
 


